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Kidnapping suspect
not fit for trial

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY - The man
charged in the kidnapping of Utah
teenager Elizabeth Smart was de-
clared mentally incompetent to
stand trial Tuesday.

The decision by Judge Judith
Atherton will send Brian David
Mitchell to a state hospital until he
is deemed capable of standing trial.
Last year the judge ruled Mitchell’s
wife, Wanda Barzee, was not com-
petent to stand trial, either.

Mitchell, 51, is accused of kid-
napping Elizabeth, then 14, from
her bedroom in 2002, sexually as-
saulting her and keeping her as his
second wife.

Mitchell and Barzee, 59, were
charged with kidnapping, aggra-
vated sexual assault, aggravated
burglary and attempted aggra-
vated kidnapping. He also was
charged in the attempted abduc-
tion of Elizabeth’s cousin.

Toddler vaccination
hits record

COX NEWS SERVICE
WASHINGTON — More young chil-
dren are receiving recommended
vaccinations than ever before, but
public health officials Tuesday
urged more adults to protect them-
selves against vaccine-preventable
diseases, including the flu.

Nationally, a record 81 percent
of 2-year-olds received the rec-
ommended series of shots that
protects against 13 infectious dis-
eases, according to a study of 2004
child immunization rates released
by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

In North Carolina, an estimated
81.6 percent of children 19
months through 35 months were
vaccinated, The Associated Press
reported.

Panda leaves cub
for first time to eat

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - The National
Zoo’s new mother panda appears to
be showing confidence in her cub.

Zoo officials said Tuesday that
Mei Xiang left her cub alone for
about three minutes Monday so
she could eat some bamboo and
drink water. It was the first time
she had eaten since the cub was
born July 9. Studies of giant pan-
das in the wild have found that
new mothers will go as long as a
month without eating or drinking.

WORLD

Man gets life term
in filmmaker’s death

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands -
Judges on Tuesday handed down
a rare maximum life sentence with
no possibility of parole to the
Dutch-born Muslim who con-
fessed to shooting, stabbing and
nearly decapitating filmmaker
Theo van Gogh.

The murder stunned the coun-
try, heightened ethnic tensions and
raised concerns about homegrown
Islamic terrorism in Europe.

Mohammed Bouyeri, 27, had
mounted no defense at his trial for
the slaying Nov. 2 of Van Gogh,
whom he accused of insulting Is-
lam, and told the court he would
do it again if given the chance.

COMING UP TODAY

PRESIDENT BUSH to address
closed meeting of House Repub-
licans seeking votes for Central
American Free Trade Agreement.

SAVE THE CHILDREN’s first ship-
ment of cooking oil and flour for
Niger is expected. To make a do-
nation to UNICEF’s Niger emer-
gency fund, go to www.unicefusa.org
or call (800) 486-4233.

NEW YORK GOV. GEORGE PATAKI,
eyeing a possible bid for the 2008
GOP presidential nomination, is
expected to announce he will not
seek re-election to a fourth term.

SECRETARY OF STATE CONDO-
LEEZZA RICE swears in Ronald E.
Neumann, new U.S. ambassador to
Afghanistan. His father was envoy
to Kabul more than 30 years ago.

HEARING SCHEDULED in Coeur d’
Alene, Idaho, for Joseph Edward
Duncan, charged with killing three
and suspected of kidnapping two
children and killing one.

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION plans to publish proposed
regulations to the system for pub-
lic comments. For more info, go

+ towww.ssa.gov.
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Shuttle launches,
but concerns arise

Onlookers have a great vantage point in Titusville, Fla., as Discovery lifts off at the
Kennedy Space Center. Discovery is the first shuttle launched since Columbia in 2003.

By MARTIN MERZER
KNIGHT RIDDER NEWSPAPERS

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. = Now
the hard part begins: inspecting
for damage and determining
whether space shuttle Discov-
ery is safe enough to bring its
crew back home.

Propelled into orbit aboard
an aging spaceship modified in
response to disaster, the astro-
nauts of shuttle Discovery re-
launched the nation’s human
space program Tuesday and
quickly encountered a haunt-
ingly familiar complication.

Mission managers said some
of the 100 newly positioned
cameras detected several “de-
bris incidents” during launch,
including one involving a

1%-inch fragment of an insulating tile that ap-

parently peeled off the shuttle.

They said the incidents would be fully ana-
lyzed in space and at Mission Control during
the next several days, and that there was no ini-
tial evidence that the shuttle sustained worri-
some damage. Meanwhile, they celebrated the
main accomplishment of the day — the liftoff.

“Here we are today with Americans back in
flight in an American vehicle,” said Wayne Hale,
deputy manager of the shuttle program.

Now the seven astronauts must test and em-
ploy new equipment, conduct a novel flight ma-
neuver, and space walkers must engage in an
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TODAY'S AGENDA

WORD ON DEBRIS: NASA said its
image-analysis experts were looking
at the pictures of debris detected dur-
ing launch frame by frame and would
have more information this morning.

ASTRONAUTS' INSPECTION:
Astronauts will use a new 50-foot
boom to inspect their ship, and the
crew of the International Space Sta-
tion will photograph all sides of Dis-
covery before Thursday's linkup be-
tween the two.
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ONLINE

For more on Discovery's mission,
www.nasa.gov/returntoflight/main/.

extremely high-altitude inspec-
tion of Discovery.

No one, especially the crew,
can forget that this was the first
shuttle launch since Columbia
— struck by debris during
launch — disintegrated 40 miles
over Texas as it carried seven
astronauts back to the Kennedy
Space Center in February 2003.

“We reflect on the last shut-
tle mission,” Discovery com-
mander Eileen Collins said from
space at the end of a long day,
“the great ship Columbia and
her inspiring crew. ... We miss
them, but we are continuing
their mission. God bless them
tonight, and God bless their
families. Good night.”

Recalling that loss, NASA Ad-

ministrator Mike Griffin emotionally praised

“the sheer gall, the pluckiness, the grittiness of

this team that pulled this program out of the
depths of despair 2% years ago and made it fly.”

He and other NASA officials said they hoped
the debris incidents were routine and harmless,
and that they were revealed simply because so
many new cameras recorded the launch.

Frame-by-frame inspections of videotapes and
many inspections of the shuttle will be necessary
during the next few days.

“I don’t think we’ll be doing any celebrating un-
til we have wheel-stop at landing,” Griffin said be-
fore the launch.

Some Roberts documents released

By Gina HoLLAND
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - As a young Jus-
tice Department lawyer, John
G. Roberts Jr. helped guide
Supreme Court nominee San-
dra Day O’Connor through the
Senate confirmation process he
now confronts as the choice to
replace her.

Roberts was just six weeks
into his job at the Justice De-
partment when he drafted a
memo to Kenneth Starr de-
scribing his work with O’Con-
nor. The young Roberts said he
helped prepare O’Connor for
her confirmation hearing.

“The approach was to avoid
giving specific responses to any
direct questions on legal issues
likely to come before the court,
but demonstrating in the re-
sponse a firm command of the
subject area and awareness of
the relevant precedents and ar-
guments,” Roberts wrote in the
Sept. 17, 1981, memo to Starr.

The document was among
thousands of pages released
Tuesday at the National Ar-
chives in College Park, Md.,

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

Senate Republicans, determined to
seat John G. Roberts Jr. in time for the
Supreme Court's fall term, pressed
Democrats on Tuesday to agree on a
timetable for a vote amid political
wrangling over how much of Roberts'
past legal writings must be made
available. Sen. Arlen Specter, the Ju-
diciary Committee's chairman, said
that if he can't get an agreement for
a final confirmation vote before Sept.
29, he may start hearings during the
last week of August. That would in-
terrupt the Senate’s traditional month-
long summer vacation.
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covering part of Roberts’ tenure
in the Reagan administration.
A document dated Feb. 16,
1982, showed Roberts offering
advice to then-Attorney General
William French Smith, who was
getting ready for an appearance
before conservatives unhappy
with the direction the Justice
Department was taking early in
the Reagan administration.
Addressing criticism that ju-

dicial nominations weren’t “ide-
ologically committed to the
president’s policies,” Roberts
suggested something other than
a “yes they are” answer.
“Rather, we should shift the
debate and briefly touch on our
judicial restraint themes,” he
wrote. “It really should not mat-
ter what the personal ideology
of our appointees may be, so
long as they recognize that their
ideology should have no role in
the decisional process.”
Roberts showed a hint of ir-
reverence in passing along doc-
uments from Alabama on the
state’s prayer law, signing
“Amen” on a July 29, 1982, note.
On Sept. 16, 1982, Roberts
wrote a note about an upcoming
meeting between the attorney
general and Coretta Scott King.
He told Smith that the widow of
Martin Luther King Jr. was in
town promoting the success of
a program at the King Center in
Atlanta, but Roberts remarked
that the program was actually
very poorly run.
Still, he encouraged Smith to
show support for the effort.
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JAMBOREE: Four Scout leaders
died when they accidentally hit
a power line while erecting a
large tent. » 4A

Roadside

kills

4 Americans

By BAssEm MROUE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Irag — A roadside
bombing killed four American sol-
diers in southwestern Baghdad,
the U.S. command said Tuesday,
and 16 Iraqi government work-
ers died in a hail of gunfire as
they left work on the western edge
of the capital.

The bloodshed occurred against
a backdrop of intense deliberations
to forge a new constitution by an
Aug. 15 deadline. A draft copy pub-
lished Tuesday in a government
newspaper said Islam would be
designated as the main source of
legislation — a departure from the
model set down by U.S. authorities.

A statement by the U.S. com-
mand said the soldiers from Task
Force Baghdad died Sunday night
when their vehicle ran over a road-
side bomb in the southwest of the
city. The statement gave no fur-
ther details.

However, Jim Driscoll, a
spokesman for the Georgia Na-
tional Guard, said the victims
were assigned to the 48th Infantry
Brigade. They were the Georgia
Guard unit’s first combat casual-
ties since World War IL.

The 16 Iraqi government em-
ployees were killed Tuesday
evening on the western edge of
the capital when gunmen fired at
a pair of buses taking them from an
Industry Ministry facility to their
homes in Shiite neighborhoods.

Gunmen in two cars followed the
buses and opened fire, also wound-
ing 27 passengers, officials said.

U.S. and Iraqi officials hope that
the new constitution and the gov-
ernment to be elected in Decem-
ber will help take the steam out of
the insurgency, especially if the
Sunni Arab community accepts
the formula. Most of the insur-
gents are Sunni Arabs.

“It’s very important that the
constitution is produced through
the participation of all Iraqis,”
U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khali-
Izad told reporters Tuesday. “This
is important for ending and de-
feating the insurgency.”

Two troop
N.C. killed

By SArAH NELL DAVIDSON
STAFF WRITER

A Fort Bragg-based soldier died
after being hit by small-arms fire in
Qal’eh-Yegaz, Afghanistan, the De-
partment of Defense said Tuesday.

Sgt. Jason T. Palmerton, a 25-
year-old member of the Special
Forces, died Saturday. He grew up
in Auburn, Neb., where he was
active in speech and drama as ex-
tracurricular activities.

His aunt Diana Ebrim said that
her nephew “really found himself
when he found the Army.”

“When I saw him after he
joined, I thought, ‘My little
nephew’s grown into a young
man,” ” she said.

Palmerton was recently engaged
to Shelly Austin, an N.C. State
University veterinary student.

The two met during a formal
ball and had been together a year
and a half.

“I would come home from a day
of exams at school on an evening
he wasn’t even supposed to visit,
and he would have flowers on the
table and a surprise dinner wait-
ing,” Austin said.

Although Palmerton was based
in Fayetteville, he spent nearly
every weekend with Austin in
Raleigh until his deployment six
weeks ago. Once a week, Austin
would see him in Fayetteville.

About a week before his de-
ployment, he surprised her with
a week in Wilmington, where they
relaxed on the beach. “We took
the dogs and spent a lot of time
talking about about what our
plans for the future were going
to be,” Austin said.

“When he was around, the
world was right,” she said. “We
had our whole life planned out, so
it is going to be rough.”

Another North Carolina-based

DRAFT CONSTITUTION

Excerpts from a draft of Irag's new con-
stitution. The draft appeared in Arabic and
was translated by The Associated Press:

CHAPTER 1

Article 2: Islam is the official reli-
gion of the state and is the main source
of legislation. No law that contradicts its
rules can be issued.

Article 3: The Iragi people are made
up of two main ethnic groups that are the
Arabs and Kurds and from other major
ethnic groups that are the Turkomen,
Chaldian, Assyrian, Armenian, Shabak,
Yazidi and Sabaean Mandeans and they
are all equal in rights and national duties.

CHAPTER 5

Section 2: The executive authority
is made up of the president of the re-
public and the government. The Na-
tional Assembly elects the president to
a five-year term.

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

Military dog handlers at the Abu Ghraib
prison competed to see which one could
make inmates defecate and urinate on
themselves, witnesses testified Tuesday
at a preliminary hearing for two soldiers.

Army Sgt. Michael J. Smith, 24, and
Sqt. Santos A. Cardona, 31, are accused of
using dogs to frighten prisoners. Cardona,
with the 42nd Military Police Detachment
in Fort Bragg, N.C., has been charged with
nine counts. Smith, with the 523rd Mili-
tary Police Detachment in Fort Riley, Kan.,
has been charged with 14 counts.

LOS ANGELES TIMES
U.S. DEATHS

The latest identifications reported by
the military:

W Army Spc. Adam J. Harting, 21,
Portage, Ind.; killed Monday when an
explosive detonated in Samarra, Irag;
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 69th Ar-
mor Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team,
42nd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

M Army Sgt. Christopher J. Taylor,
22, Opelika, Ala,; killed Sunday in a mor-
tar attack in Balad, Irag; assigned to the
1st Battalion, 41st Field Artillery, 1st
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Di-

vision, Fort Stewart, Ga.
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s based in
overseas

Palmerton Opskar was
was recently married 7
engaged months ago

military man killed Saturday in
Iraq married only months ago.

Marine Sgt. Bryan J. Opskar,
32, was based at Camp Lejeune.
He died when his vehicle was
struck by a bomb near Ar Rutbah.

Opskar, son of Erling and Betty
Opskar, was raised in the small
town of Princeton, Minn., where
he excelled in high school foot-
ball and hockey.

Opskar’s former physical edu-
cation teacher and coach, Doug
Patnod said the Marines was a
good fit. “He was very competitive
and focused on the field but easy-
going and friendly off. He was in-
spirational to his peers.”

Opskar attended Concordia Col-
lege in Moorhead, Minn., where
he played hockey. He joined the
Marines in 1998 and was assigned
to the 2nd Light Armored Re-
connaissance Battalion.

Leandra Dougherty, his wife,
told the Associated Press that
“she wouldn’t trade the seven
months they had together as mar-
ried for anything.”

Opskar was the recipient of more
than a dozen military awards.

“He loved being a Marine,”
Betty Opskar told the AP.

Sarah Nell Davidson
can be reached at (919)829-4567
or sdavidso@nando.com



