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Service group welcome for long haul

BY MATT DEES
STAFF WRITER

CHAPEL HILL — Angela Lee
looked around at the earth-tone
walls with painted buffaloes for
the first time Tuesday and
thought, “Wow.”

The long-dormant home of the
Wicked Burrito is the new home
of CarolinaPros Inc., the chari-
table organization Lee has oper-
ated out of her home for years.

The former Tex-Mex eatery on
West Franklin Street doesn’t ex-

actly provide décor lending itself
to an organization that gets for-
mer UNC-Chapel Hill athletes to
help raise money for mentoring
programs and scholarships.

“You know what, we’re going
to make it work,” Lee said,
wagon-wheel mirror and all.

The nonprofit hopes to share
the space with Blue Heaven, a
museum dedicated to the Tar
Heels that opened in 2000 in the
Chapel Hill North shopping cen-
ter, but later closed.

“We’re happy to get it out of
my house,” Lee said.

Officials from the building’s
owner, Lone Star Steakhouse &
Saloon Inc., said Tuesday at a press
conference that the group could
stay for a long while, rent-free.

William Greene, chairman
emeritus of Lone Star, said it will
have an extended stay for the
same reason Wicked Burrito has
remained vacant since 2000.
Greene said the restaurant “was
not on our radar scope,” and he
doesn’t plan on putting another
tenant in there anytime soon.

It came with the sale of the com-
pany, and Mexican is not what
Lone Star does, Greene said. The
size of the restaurant doesn’t lend
itself to a Lone Star, a fancier Sul-
livan’s or a Del Frisco’s, the three
chains the company operates.

“We don’t lease property to
other people to run restaurants,”
Greene said, acknowledging that
many had tried to get Lone Star
to lease out the building. “I’m kind

of glad we didn’t put somebody in
here. This means more to me than
trying to eke out a living selling
hamburgers or Mexican food.”

Keith Raitano, manager of WB
Yeats Irish Pub near the former
Wicked Burrito, said the fact that
something — anything — is going
in there is positive for his business.

“As long as it’s not another
Irish pub,” he said. “That might
draw people down here, and this
building might get a little more
business. I’m tickled about what
it’s going to be.”

But Tuesday’s announcement
is not good news to the planned
Chapel Hill-Carrboro Children’s
Museum, which had hoped to
move into the restaurant build-
ing. The museum’s board had

been rallying support for its pro-
posal, with about 40 downtown
business owners signing a letter
last month. The nonprofit has
yet to find a home for its hands-
on learning center for children.

Jonathan Mills, president of the
museum board, put on a brave
face Tuesday. “On the one hand,
we’re disappointed,” he said. “But
on the other hand, we’re very
happy to see something going in
the Wicked Burrito space. We
initiated the idea of a nonprofit go-
ing in there. Now, one is. So it’s
good for the town, which even-
tually will be good for us.”

Staff writer Matt Dees
can be reached at 932-8760

or mdees@newsobserver.com.

CarolinaPros is moving
rent-free into the

former Wicked Burrito
eatery in Chapel Hill.

Ricky Williams operates an automated garbage truck on his North Raleigh route. Automation reduces the number of
workers on a truck from three to just one, but blocked garbage cans and other problems can hold up the proceedings.
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TRASH DOS & DON’TS
With the new single-worker trucks, a little garbage etiquette is in order
BY JOSH SHAFFER

STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH — They call it the one-
armed bandit, an automated
garbage truck that scoops up
trash with a 9-foot arm mounted
on the side like giant salad tongs.

When it works, Ricky Wil-
liams can hit three houses in a
minute without leaving the dri-
ver’s seat.

But then someone parks a
Honda in front of the trash cart,
or rolls the cart too close to a
mailbox, or sticks it behind a
speed-limit sign, or leaves it too
far from the curb, with the lid
hanging open, or the garbage
spilling out of the top, or …

On his first official day dri-
ving Raleigh’s new toy, Williams
climbed out of his cab 26 times
in the first three hours.

“People don’t care,” said Wil-
liams, a driver in Raleigh for 20
years. “You take their trash away.
They don’t care how you do it.”

Nine of these trucks, costing

$167,000 apiece, rumbled out
onto Raleigh streets for the first
time Tuesday.

They are part of Raleigh’s plan
to streamline its trash collection
and reduce workers’ compensa-
tion claims. The city plans to
save about $3.5 million this year
by picking up trash on fewer
days with fewer workers. No
helpers hanging on the back.
Just people like Williams work-
ing the salad tongs up and down
with a joystick.

By September, the city hopes
85 percent of Raleigh will be
serviced by one-armed bandits,
but before they are, Williams
and his colleagues would like a
little sympathy.

It’s hard enough getting jerked
and buffeted around inside the
cab, navigating an uphill cul de
sac in a garbage truck.

After an hour of five-point
turns, spinning a wheel the size
of a bicycle tire, inching forward
a few feet at a time, it can feel

like driving a washing machine
through rush-hour traffic.

“These cul de sacs will work
you,” Williams said. “Wednes-
day, that’s all I got. I’ll be so
tired, all I can do is go home
and get me a bath. Go to bed.”

All the drivers ask is for a lit-
tle space — putting carts 5 feet
from any object would work just
fine. Nice, tight bags would be
nice, too.

“People put loose trash in the
can, it syrups up and sticks,”
Williams said. “It won’t come
out of the can.”

So far, the automated trucks
are working neighborhoods in
northwest Raleigh. Williams spent
Tuesday around Leesville Road.

Consider this episode on Fort-
ingale Circle.

First house: easy as pie. Cart
lined up pretty and neat.

Second house: gray Toyota
Corolla blocking the can. Wil-
liams hopped down and pushed
the cart under the tongs.

Third house: remember the
gray Toyota? It’s blocking this
cart, too.

Fourth house: big gold SUV
blocking the cart. Williams just
shakes his head.

After three hours, he has com-
pleted just one-third of his route.
Hundreds of cul de sacs stand
between him and the bathtub.
He sees the carts he passed last
week, during training, and the
helpful brochures are still stuck
to the top of the carts.

It’s nice staying up in the cab,
he says, though it takes some
practice driving on the right
side, working the joystick with
his left hand.

But when he pulls up to the
19th cart with a Lincoln in front
of it, he starts to think of the
old days. Back then, all he had
to do was drive.

Staff Writer Josh Shaffer
can be reached at 829-4818

or jshaffer@newsobserver.com.

Tiny
things
do big
duty

Organic particles
carry a load

BY SARAH NELL DAVIDSON
STAFF WRITER

Researchers at UNC-Chapel
Hill say they’ve found a way to
make organic particles on an itsy-
bitsy scale.

Such microscopic particles can
be directly targeted to specific
parts of the body to deliver drugs
or the DNA needed for gene
therapy.

Joseph DeSimone, a professor
of chemistry and chemical engi-
neering at UNC-CH and N.C.
State University, and his team
have found a way to build the tiny
particles out of molecules that are
biodegradable, such as the mate-
rial used to make surgical stitches
that the body can absorb.

The researchers take Teflon-
like molds — similar to ice cube
trays — and f i l l  them with
biodegradable, organic material
with tiny cavities. It is within
these cavities that therapeutic
drugs are stowed as cargo. 

The therapeutic “ice cubes” that
come out of the tray are easily
separated into individual parti-
cles, an important improvement
over previous methods. “The key
to this process is the versatility of
the system,” DeSimone said.

For one thing, the molds can
be made to create any shape that
medical researchers want.

Attached to each particle is a
simple, all-purpose “linker,” to
which just about any molecular
decoration can be attached. The
linker serves much like a postal
address, directing the particle to
where it is needed for repair in
the body.

Long-term application
DeSimone hopes that these

particles will be able to locate
cancerous cells, signaling to doc-
tors an image of the cancer’s
whereabouts. DeSimone and his
team envision this as one of the
long-term applications of the
technology.

Other ideas include making
particles shaped like viruses that
could either carry nucleic acids
that are useful for gene therapy
or empty viral particles that
could elicit  immunity from
viruses, much like how a vaccine
works.

DeSimone said first-generation
particles are now being tested in
animal models at UNC’s medical
school to determine whether they
work in a safe and reliable manner.

DeSimone and his colleagues
have launched a new Triangle
company, Liquidia Technologies
Inc., to further develop the tech-
nology.

“This is the fusion of electron-
ics, nanotechnology and biotech-
nology,” he says. “We are hopeful
that the Triangle can be a leader
in this arena.”

Staff writer Sarah Nell Davidson
can be reached at 812-0025

or sdavidso@newsobserver.com.

BRIEFS
FROM STAFF REPORTS

ORANGE COUNTY

Developer arrested
on drug charges

CHAPEL HILL — A developer who
owns key pieces of downtown
Chapel Hill real estate was arrested
this month on felony drug charges.

Joseph Palmer Riddle III, 49, of
125 Great Oaks, Fayetteville, was
charged in Cumberland County
on June 9 with maintaining a ve-
hicle for keeping a controlled sub-
stance and possession of cocaine
with intent to sell or distribute. Po-
lice say they seized 6.6 grams of
cocaine during a traffic stop.

Riddle, head of Riddle Com-
mercial Properties, built the Top
of the Hill retail and office build-
ing at the southeast corner of
Franklin and Columbia streets.
He recently upset business leaders
when he suggested he might evict
the Carolina Theater to make
room for a tenant who would oc-
cupy the cinema space and the
former location of The Gap.

Last year, Riddle purchased a
multi-parcel tract in the West End,
key commercial property that in-
cludes the University Chrysler-Ply-
mouth building at 419 W. Franklin
St. He has not submitted plans for
that property to town officials.

Riddle, who is set to appear
Aug. 2 in Cumberland County
court, could not be reached for
comment Tuesday.

WAKE COUNTY

Driver runs light,
is hit by truck, dies 
ZEBULON — An 81-year-old

woman died Monday afternoon
after she ran a stoplight in Zebu-
lon and was hit by a tractor-trailer. 

Lottie Pulley Alford of Zebulon
was driving her 1995 Buick Park
Avenue on Arendell Avenue when
she went through a red light at the
intersection with U.S. 64, ac-
cording to the Zebulon Police De-
partment. 

The driver’s side of Alford’s car
was struck by a tractor trailer dri-
ven by Charles Penick, 48, of
Nathalie, Va. Penick was exiting
U.S. 64 at the time of the accident. 

No charges have yet been filed.
Zebulon police are investigating.

Man gets 3 years
in fraud scheme

RALEIGH — A Fayetteville man
was sentenced Tuesday in a
$244,000 bank fraud scheme that
used a stolen identity obtained from
an employee at the Sam’s Club
store on South Saunders Street.

At the federal courthouse in New
Bern, Abraham Leroy Smith was
sentenced to 37 months in prison
for conspiracy to commit bank
fraud, Assistant U.S. Attorney Den-
nis M. Duffy said. Smith also has
three years of federal probation and
was ordered to pay $267 in resti-
tution and a $1,700 fine, Duffy said. 

Smith was charged along with
Shonate Hemby-Brown of 126
Wolfshare Lane in Raleigh in the
scheme. Hemby-Brown obtained
financial information from people
while working at a retail cellular
phone kiosk at the Sam’s Club and
gave the information to others,
court records say. Federal prose-
cutors said Smith used such a
stolen identity to buy a $200,000
house in Raeford and two cars —
a 2003 Hyundai Sonata for $18,000
and a Honda Accord for $26,000.

Hemby-Brown is serving more
than four years in prison for her
role in the scheme, according to
court records. 
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BY SARAH OVASKA
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH — Police have arrested
a Durham man and are looking
for two others in connection
with armed robberies that took
place this month in Cary and
Raleigh parking lots.

An N.C. State University in-
coming freshman football player
was slightly injured when he was
shot outside his campus-area
apartment.

The  Cary ,  Durham and
Raleigh police departments have
filed armed robbery and assault
with dangerous weapon charges
against Isiah Robinson, 32, and
Justin Bradley Waddell, 18, both
of Durham, in connection with
the robberies.

Rasheed Alie Muslim, 17, of
Durham was picked up by police
Monday. He faces nine counts of
armed robbery, attempted armed
robbery and assault with a deadly
weapon. He is being held at the
Wake County jail in lieu of a more
than $1 million bail.

Durham police think the men
were involved with the June 10
theft of a car that was used in the
Cary and Raleigh robberies later
that night and the following day.

A woman was walking to her car
at 1:20 a.m. June 10 in a restaurant
parking lot on Durham’s Ninth
Street when a man stuck a gun in
her side and took her purse and
keys to her 2003 Nissan Altima,
said Kammie Michael, spokes-
woman for Durham police. Two

men left in the car and a third
followed in a van.

At about 11:30 p.m. June 10 in
Raleigh, three men drove up to
Timothy Lytvinenko in the park-
ing lot of a Hillsborough Street
bookstore, threatened him with a
gun and took his wallet and other
i tems,  sa id  J im Sughrue ,
spokesman for Raleigh police.

Within minutes, a Nissan Al-
tima with three men inside ap-
proached Quentin Brown, an in-
coming NCSU football player
from Florida. Brown was sitting
on a wall outside his University
Towers Apartment on Friendly
Drive, Sughrue said. Two shots
were fired at Brown, one of
which hit his arm.

Less than an hour later, three
men heading into a Cary top-
less bar were surprised when
three men inside a Nissan Al-
tima demanded their money,
said Capt. Dave Wulff of the
Cary Police Department.

Staff writer Sarah Ovaska
can be reached at 829-4622

or sovaska@newsobserver.com.

Police arrest one, seek two others
Armed robbery, assault charges filed in a series of Triangle holdups

Robinson Waddell


