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ON THIS DATE: In 2001, three teenage siblings
are found shot to death in a dilapidated trailer in
Johnston County. Authorities determine that an
adolescent boy killed his siblings and himself.

m MONDAY: Bulletin Board

m TODAY: The Word From

THE NEWS & OBSERVER

Town Sqquare

m WEDNESDAY: Bulletin Board

m THURSDAY: Staying Safe

m FRIDAY: Bulletin Board

TUESDAY, JULY 26, 2005

TO REACH US: Deputy managing editor Linda
Williams, 829-4524, lindaw(@newsobserver.com.
Metro editor Van Denton, 829-4536,
vdenton@newsobserver.com.

m SATURDAY: The View

By SARAH NELL DAVIDSON
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH - Todd Dawson may
just have the coolest job in town
these days. He’s a self-taught
sculptor of ice.

While other people are com-
plaining about the excessive heat,
Dawson is making blocks of ice,
then carving them into exotic ice
furniture, fish, birds and juggling
clowns. You name it, he’s proba-
bly carved it.

Dawson, a tall, thin man at ease
with a chain saw in hand and
wearing knee-high rubber boots,
knows his work has climatic ben-
efits this time of year. The tem-
perature in his snowy workroom
is kept at 18 degrees.

“But it is cold in the winter
time,” Dawson added. “Mom has
a little heater at the desk to stay
warm while she does the books.”

“Mom” is Dawson’s mother and
the co-owner of Ice Occasions of
North Carolina, Gwen McCotter.
She takes care of bookkeeping and
pays the $900 monthly power bill.

For Dawson, 33, a toboggan
hat with ear flaps is part of the
uniform at Ice Occasions. The
longest he has remained in his
arctic closet is six hours, when he
was working on a large logo.

All of the sculptures start out
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For Ice Occasions sculptor, art really is cool

Who knew there was a fish inside that 300-pound block of ice? Todd Dawson took about 30
minutes to make the sculpture at Ice Occasions of North Carolina.

as 300-pound blocks of ice that
Dawson makes on site. It takes
four days this time of year to go
from liquid to solid, allowing
Dawson and his right-hand man,
Frank Harris, to make about 40
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blocks a week. The blocks either
sell for $60 a block or are carved
into masterpieces, which start at
around $250.

Once the ice blocks are made,
Harris and Dawson lift them out

of the tank with a winch and shave
the top layer off. Then, the blocks
go into a storage room that keeps
them at 25 degrees until it is time
for them to be sculpted.

After they are carved, sculp-

tures are stored at a nippy 10 de-
grees. On Friday, the sculptures
ready to go out included a large
wine bottle holder and a soon-
to-be-wed couple’s initials.

A tropical fish sculpture was
in the works.

The business doesn’t have any
ice molds. “Everything we do
here is by hand,” Dawson said.

Oddly though, ice molds did
help Dawson into this business.
After studying agriculture at N.C.
State University, he had a land-
scaping business for several years
until he saw an ad for ice mold-
making equipment.

The business intrigued him,
but he wanted the freedom to do
custom designs. “So I bought a
chain saw and never looked
back,” he said.

As Dawson worked Friday, a
fish began to emerge. With tools,
he shaved the fish’s features like
a barber, bringing scales and fa-
cial features to the surface.

After about 30 minutes, what
had been a 300-pound block of
crystal-clear frozen water became
a piece of art.

And a cool one, at that.

Staff writer Sarah Nell Davidson
can be reached at 829-4567
or sdavidso@newsobserver.com.

GETTING
INVOLVED

Compiled by Joyce Sykes,

who can be reached at 829-4772
or jsykes@newsobserver.com.

WAKE COUNTY

PROPOSED BOND ISSUES: The
Raleigh City Council will hold a
public hearing on two proposed
bond issues for transportation im-
provements and affordable hous-
ing beginning at 7 p.m. Aug. 2 in
the council chambers, 222 W.
Hargett St. in Raleigh. The bonds
will be on the Oct. 11 election bal-
lots. Information: 857-4330 or
890-3430 or 890-3070.

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS: The
Boys & Girls Clubs will host its
Breakfast of Champions from 8
to 9:30 a.m. Sept. 7 at the RBC
Center in Raleigh. Kay Yow, N.C.
State Hall of Fame Coach for the
women’s basketball team will be
this year’s keynote speaker. Ta-
bles and individual tickets are on
sale now for $50 and may be pur-
chased by calling 834-6282 or vis-
iting www.wakebgc.org. Proceeds
will benefit the Boys & Girls
Clubs.

OUR GALAXY: Guided by experts
in observational astronomy, As-
tronomy in the Park will be held
from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m. Friday
and 8:30 to 10:30 p.m. Sept. 30 at
Harris Lake County Park, 2112
County Park Drive in New Hill.
Take the whole family to this free
event, and see incredible views
of our galaxy and beyond. Meet at
the overflow parking lot. Regis-
tration is required at least two
days prior to the program. The
program is weather/cloud cover-
age dependent, so call 387-4342
by 2 p.m. on the day of program
for any cancellation information.

DURHAM COUNTY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VA-
CANCIES: The City of Durham is
seeking interested citizens to
serve on the Citizens Advisory
Committee, Durham Design Re-
view Team, Lyon Park Advisory
Board and the Passenger Vehi-
cle for Hire Commission. Dead-
line for receiving applications is
4:30 p.m. Friday. Application
forms may be obtained from the
City Clerk’s Office, 101 City Hall
Plaza, or at www.durhamnc.gov
(click on City Departments, City
Clerk).

FRESH DOCS: The Center for
Documentary Studies and the
Southern Documentary Fund in-
vites documentary artists to share
their work in progress with audi-
ences on the last Friday of every
month. All Fresh Docs presenta-
tion begin at 7:30 p.m. at 1317 W.
Pettigrew St. in Durham. For fur-
ther details, contact April Wal-
ton at awalton@duke.edu or call
660-3687.

ARTS FESTIVAL: The City of
Durham will have its 36th annual
Bimbe’ Cultural Arts Festival, a
free, family event showcasing lo-
cal and regional musical talent
and celebrating Durham’s cultural
diversity from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. Sun-
day in downtown Durham at Dur-
ham Central Park, 502 Foster St.
Further details: Alison Fiori at al-
ison.fiori@durhamnc.gov., call
560-4965, ext. 249, or visit www.ci
.durham.nc.us.

LIBRARY GROUNDBREAKING:
The Durham County Library
will have a groundbreaking for
the North Regional Library at
9:30 a.m. today on Milton Road
between Carrington Middle
School and Eno Valley Elemen-
tary School. Free and open to
the public. Information: 560-
0151.

ORANGE COUNTY

FOREST IN THE MUSEUM: An art
exhibit “Nesting Instinct” by Bry-
ant Holsenbeck, will begin Friday
and run through Aug. 24 at the
Orange County Historical Mu-
seum, 201 N. Churton St. in Hills-
borough. Holsenbeck will create
a forest in the museum’s upstairs
art gallery using chopsticks, with
credit card “birds” scattered
about. An artist reception will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday at the
museum. Admission to the mu-
seum and art gallery is free. In-
formation: 732-2201 or www
.orangecountymuseum.org.

RANDOLPH COUNTY

Z00 COUNCIL AND Z0O SOCIETY
BOARD: The N.C. Zoological Park
Council and N.C. Zoological So-
ciety’s Board of Directors will
have their joint meeting at 1
p.m. Wednesday in the zoo’s W.
David Stedman Education Cen-
ter. Information: Rod Hackney
at (336) 879-7204 or www
.Nczo00.0rg.
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