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ON THIS DATE: In 2000, state Rep. George Miller
says he will not appeal a decision by the State
Board of Elections to uphold the results of the
Democratic House primary, which he lost.
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B SATURDAY: The View

By SArRAH NELL DAVIDSON
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH - Most kids consider
themselves lucky if they get a
Happy Meal figurine when Dis-
ney comes out with a new movie.

Tala McGann, a North Raleigh
7-year-old, got a more impres-
sive trinket with the recent re-
lease of “Herbie: Fully Loaded”
— an actual Volkswagen painted
to look just like Herbie.

In the driveway of her family’s
home near Ray and Norwood
roads last week, Tala perched on
a child’s seat in the back of her
Herbie as her father, Greg, was
at the wheel. The car’s stereo
was playing Van Halen’s “Jump”
— Tala’s favorite song from the
movie — which had her pumped
into complete Herbie bliss.

Greg McGann actually was the
first to catch the Herbie, er, bug.

“They started running the pre-
views for the new Herbie movie, and
I remembered seeing those movies
back when I was a kid,” he said.

That prompted him to pick up
a boxed set of all the old Herbie
movies from the late ’60s and "70s.
They were an instant hit with Tala,
who began eagerly awaiting the
release of “Herbie: Fully Loaded.”

One month before the movie
came out, Greg McGann, whose
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driveway is full of unusual col-
lectible car projects, got the idea
to try to find a cheap Volkswa-
gen, put a Herbie paint job on it
and take his daughter to the movie
premiere in it.

“It was kind of an impulse buy,”

McGann admitted. “I went on
eBay, and there was an auction
ending in 10 minutes. And the car
was close by, in Burlington.”

Ten minutes later, he had
bought a 1972 Volkswagen Super
Beetle for $800.
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traffic con-
troller, and he
worked into
the early morn-
ing hours in his
buddy’s Hick-
ory garage, far from the unsus-
pecting eyes of Tala.

Herbie rolled into the McGanns’
driveway June 24. It has been a lo-
cal attraction since then.

As the McGanns cruised
through the parking lot of an ice
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cream shop not far from their
house recently, Tala squealed,
“Herbie wants to do a wheelie!”

Dad warned that this Herbie
doesn’t do wheelies like the big-
screen love bug.

Tala said she likes Herbie be-
cause he is alive. Her father gave
the horn a couple of taps, and
she translated — that means,
“Herbie thinks we’re nice.”

She also has noticed subtle dif-
ferences between the original
Herbie and her car. For exam-
ple, the movie car has only one
side mirror, and hers has two.

The car is about to get another
face-lift. McGann is devising a
way to make the front bumper
move so that Herbie can smile
and frown. And his wife, Karen,
pointed out the headlight covers
— “the next thing we are going
to do is make the eyelids blink.”

Karen and Greg said they are
trying to find entertainment for
their daughter that they remember
watching when they were her age.

“The other day she came up to
me with another movie she’d been
watching, ‘Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang,’ ” McGann began. “And I
said, ‘Don’t even think about it!” ”

Staff writer Sarah Nell Davidson
can be reached at 829-4567
or sdavidso@newsobserver.com.

GETTING
INVOLVED

Compiled by Joyce Sykes,

who can be reached at 829-4772
or jsykes@newsobserver.com.

WAKE COUNTY

CAREER FAIR: The Wake County
Human Resources Department is
sponsoring a career fair from 1
to 7 p.m. today at the McKim-
mon Conference and Training
Center at Gorman Street and
Western Boulevard in Raleigh.
The county, always looking for
talented individuals to fill a vari-
ety of positions, is seeking to fill
more than 40 vacant positions.
The fair is free and open to the
public. Information: 856-6090.

USED BOOKS NEEDED: The
Raleigh City Museum in down-
town Raleigh is again planning
its “Back from the Beach” fall book
sale in September and needs
books. Consider donating used
books to the museum for this sale
and asking family and friends if
they, too, might have books to
donate. The sale also includes
used videos, CDs, cassette tapes
and DVDs. Any type of book is ac-
cepted, and donations may be left
at the visitor desk. Questions: Ken
Peters at 832-3775, ext. 11.

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS: The Lazy
Daze Festival is seeking volun-
teers to work at the 29th annual
Lazy Daze Arts and Crafts Festi-
val on Aug. 27 in downtown Cary.
Volunteers are needed the day be-
fore the festival and the day of
the festival. Volunteers will be as-
signed a shift. Ages 14 and older
may volunteer. To volunteer, call
the Parks, Recreation and Cul-
tural Resources Department at
469-4061 or send e-mail to
sarah.bunch@townofcary.org.

CELEBRATION OF WEST AFRICA:
Ten Thousand Villages will salute
the many nations and cultures of
West Africa from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday at the store, 435
Woodburn Road in Cameron Vil-
lage in Raleigh. A participatory
drum circle will be held at noon,
a fireside chat with NCSU soccer
player El-Hadj Cisse about the
role of sports in West African so-
ciety will be held at 1 p.m., and at
2 there will be live music with
Mabinti, from Djembe Fire.
Throughout the day, sample tra-
ditional foods and enjoy learning
about crafts made in West Africa.
Information: 821-1100.

MS YARD SALE: The Multiple
Sclerosis Society will have a yard
sale from 7 a.m. to noon Saturday
at the Park Village Clubhouse
lower parking lot, off Davis Drive
in Cary. All donations and pro-
ceeds will benefit the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Infor-
mation: 274-3120 or www.na-
tionalmssociety.org/nct.

‘EVENING IN VEGAS': The Mor-
risville Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Resources Department
will present “Evening in Vegas”
from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the
Cedar Forks Community Center.
The evening, open to people 55
and older, includes a catered din-
ner, live music, casino games and
prizes. Cost: $15 for residents;
$19 for nonresidents. Informa-
tion: 463-7100.

DURHAM COUNTY

POSITIONS AVAILABLE: The city of
Durham is seeking interested res-
idents to serve on the Durham
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Commission, Durham Design Re-
view Team, Housing Appeals
Board, Lyon Park Advisory Board
and the Passenger Vehicle for Hire
Commission. Applicant forms
may be obtained from the city
clerk’s office on the second floor
of City Hall, 101 City Hall Plaza
in Durham, from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday, or
visit the city’s Web site at
www.durhamnc.gov. Click on city
departments, city clerk.

ORANGE COUNTY

LOOKING AT BIRDS: Little River
Regional Park will have birding
walks beginning at 8:15 a.m. Sat-
urday and Aug. 13, 20 and 27,
meeting at the Little River park of-
fice, 301 Little River Park Way in
Rougemont. Take binoculars if you
have them. Information: Mike Di-
Fabio at paoha@earthlink.net or
call 732-5505.

SPECIAL NEEDS: The Orange
County Department of Social Ser-
vices is accepting applications for
inclusion in the Disaster Special
Needs Registry, a confidential
database maintained by the de-
partment and used to contact in-
dividuals with special needs who
may need assistance in the event
of a disaster such as a hurricane
or an ice storm. Information: Fe-
licia McLean-Torry at 245-2884.



