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He led by

example,
not abuse

he hills have gotten
Tsteeper, the rucksacks

heavier and the marches
longer with each passing year.
But one thing is as true today as
it was 43 years ago when Sgt.
Raymond Francis Quinn was
the most
important
person in my
life:

He never
yelled, cursed,
used racial
epithets or hit
anyone.

The Army
announced
this week that
four sergeants and a company
commander at Fort Knox had
been disciplined for mistreating
recruits. The story included this
comment: “The tough-as-nails
drill instructor who berates and
intimidates recruits with re-
markably creative profanity is a
familiar figure to generations of
men who went through the
Army or Marines ... ."

Perhaps. But the recruits of
3rd platoon, Company D, 5th
Battalion, 5th Training Regi-
ment have no such war stories
to tell of basic training days.
Other drill sergeants at Fort
Jackson that spring of 1962 may
have made life miserable for the
hapless Army recruits they had
to somehow turn into real sol-
diers, but not Quinn.

Quinn was not a recruiting
poster soldier. He was dark and
leathery, a brooding, scowling
career soldier who had been in
the infantry since 1945. You
could tell from the dark shad-
ows on his faded fatigues that
he had once held higher rank.
We wondered if he was on his
way up or down.

Quinn first appeared before
us like an apparition emerging
from the cold February fog on
our first night in the Army. He
spoke softly, the way a cobra
would if it could talk.

We may have joined the U.S.
Army, he told us, but now we
were in his Army, where he was
our mother, father, friend,
judge, jury, executioner and, if
need be, priest. We spent the
next eight weeks straining not
to miss a word.

He never left our side. Basic
training was eight weeks for us,
but it was his entire life. He lived
in a small room at the end of our
World War II-era wooden bar-
racks. He ate with us, slept with
us and ran with us. He moti-
vated by his example, not his
considerable authority over us.

Every morning began the
same: We would line up, cold,
shivering and homesick, and he
would say, “Let’s go for a little
run today, boys.”

We were 17 to 24 years old,
and Quinn was a 38-year-old
hard-drinking lifer. Yet he ran
every step we did. Except he
ran backward, smoking a cigar
and talking the whole way.

Quinn had one sacred rule:
No man would ever be left be-
hind. No matter how fat, skinny
or out of shape, every man who
started a run or march with
Quinn finished with him. Some-
times the sick, lame or lazy
were carried, and sometimes
they were dragged, but they
made it, willingly or not.

The Army scattered us
around the world after gradua-
tion. I recently checked our old
platoon roster and found that
only one man was killed in
Vietnam. That would have
made Quinn very proud, I think.

I'll mention it to him the next
time we visit. After 43 years, I
know just where to find him.

He’s on panel 17E, row 87 of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington.

He was killed in 1967 by small
arms fire in Vietnam. He was
42, two years past the time he
could have retired. He was still
an infantry sergeant, quietly
doing his job rather than push-
ing people around.

Dennis
Rogers

Dennis Rogers
can be reached at 829-4750
or drogers@newsobserver.com.

Pope

Facility adjacent to
Fort Bragg has 6,400
personnel. Fate is
unclear until late fall.

By JAy Price
STAFF WRITER
The federal military base closing
commission signaled Friday that
it might recommend closing Pope
Air Force base in Fayetteville.
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AFB may yet face closure

The military is in the midst of
a complex process for closing
bases across the nation, and the
final list might not be set until late
fall.

State and local officials were
relieved May 13 when the initial
list of bases recommended for
closure or restructuring omitted
any major facilities here. Of the
state’s 115,000 military jobs, it
was to lose just 600.

That list, though, was the Pen-

tagon’s proposal. The presi-
dentially appointed Base Re-
alignment and Closure Com-
mission is now trying to decide
what changes to make to that
list before passing it to Presi-
dent Bush.

On the Pentagon’s list, the
6,400 personnel at Pope — which
is adjacent to the Army’s Fort
Bragg — would have been re-
duced by about 4,800. Many of
the aircraft would be sent else-

m B°

where, and the base would be
placed under control of Fort
Bragg. Bragg, though, would
have gained nearly enough jobs to
balance the losses at Pope.

On Friday, commission Chair-
man Anthony J. Principi sent a
letter to Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld asking why the
Pentagon hadn’t recommended
closing Pope and whether
Bragg’s needs for aircraft could-
n’t be met from other air bases.

INSIDE

FOURTH OF JULY:
Want to know where
to go to celebrate the
holiday? See a list of
events. PAGE 6B

Under base closing rules, the
commission has to ask the Pen-
tagon’s reasoning on a given rec-
ommendation before the com-
mission can change it.
Commission spokesmen didn’t
return calls Friday afternoon.
The letter surprised Pope and
state officials. Troy Pate of Golds-
boro, co-chairman of the North
Carolina Advisory Commission

SEE BASE, PAGE 6B

HOMELESS | FINDING SHELTER ON STEAMY DAYS

Corey Mooring, 28, drinks ice water to keep cool while resting near the South Wilmington Street Center in Raleigh.
The center opens its doors to the homeless during summer days when the heat index reaches 100.
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AGENCIES OFFER
COOL PLACES TO GO

hey live a nomadic life, but in the summertime even the homeless

By CHRISTINA JENG
STAFF WRITER

need a place to stop and stay cool.

When it gets really hot, Tommy Tucker, 42, who sleeps at the South
Wilmington Street Center, a Raleigh shelter for homeless men, works

with what he can.

“I get an unlimited bus pass and ride most of the day,” he said. “I just ride with

AC”

Like most shelters, the South Wilmington Street Center typically admits
check-in guests about 4 p.m. and asks them to leave the next morning at 6:30.
The center provides lunch at 11:30 a.m. and meetings such as Narcotics
Anonymous or Alcoholics Anonymous throughout the day.

Between those hours, homeless people
— numbered at 1,106 according to a count
in January by the Wake Continuum of

Care — have no place to go.

This summer, shelters such as the South

Wilmington Street Center are playing
peacemaker between the homeless and
the heat. A group of Raleigh agencies

trance into their buildings during the day-

time, under

certain conditions.

Before their 1 p.m. Narcotics Anony-
mous meeting Wednesday, a group of

men gathered on the patch of grass beside

the South Wilmington Street Center. The
men chatted about sports or sat by them-

selves on flattened cardboard boxes. One

man, sweating profusely, dabbed at his
forehead with a wad of napkins.

Alfred Singletary, 45, kept to himself,

book.

reading the Alcoholics Anonymous guide-

“I'm not complaining,” he said of the
weather. “I put myself in this condition.”
For homeless people such as Singletary

to find midday relief at a White Flag shel-

known as the White Flag Network have

collaborated to allow homeless people en-

ter, they must be deemed medically at
risk in the heat because of significant res-
piratory or cardiac problems or other dis-

SEE HOMELESS, PAGE 6B

Why grease is a drain on Raleigh sewers

THE ISSUE: Why is the city of
Raleigh posting ads on the sides
of city buses urging people not to
pour grease down their drains?

STATUS: Grease is the No. 1
cause of sewer blockages and
overflows in Raleigh this year.
Twenty-four grease-related over-
flows cost taxpayers about
$120,000 during fiscal 2004-05.
They are the driving force behind
the $100,000 education campaign
that includes “grease, don’t go
there” ads, reminders on water
bills, brochures and public pre-
sentations. Raleigh spends an ad-
ditional $2 million each year on
sewer system cleaning to prevent
grease and debris-related over-
flows.

THE DEAL: In Raleigh, it is ille-
gal to introduce — that’s polite
sanitary sewer system lingo for
flush, drop or pour — anything
besides human waste, toilet tis-

WHAT'S THE DEAL?

Tracking local tax money.

CONTACT US
To suggest a topic for What's the
Deal, contact Tom Ferriter at tferrite
@newsobserver.com or 829-4559.

sue and used water into the sewer
system. That means nothing, not
even food scraps or this morn-
ing’s bacon grease, is supposed to
go down any household drain,
toilet or garbage disposal.
Raleigh’s almost 1,200 restau-
rants are required to install
grease traps, and most partici-
pate in a fats, oils and grease
collection program. But at home,
people tend to think the few
inches of chicken-frying grease
left in the skillet, the corner of
oil-coated vegetables left after a
stir fry and whatever else they

SEWER WOES

Of the 202 sewer system
overflows that have occurred
since fiscal year 2001-2002, 91
(45 percent) have been
grease-related.

Hamnber of sewer overflows
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put down their drains can’t clog
the mighty wastewater system.

Some even think that putting
this stuff down the sink keeps

trash out of the landfill, said Marti
Gibson, Raleigh’s environmental
coordinator. But it has no time to
biodegrade in the sewer system.
And oil is lighter than water.
So grease poured down the
drain accumulates at the tops
and sides of sewer pipes. Over
time, it can build up. If a block-
age happens, wastewater and
sometimes raw sewage can wind
up in apartments and homes, on
city streets and in the creeks and
streams that feed the watershed.
That’s the water supply.
Sewer system officials want
Raleigh residents to compost
any food scraps fit for compost-
ing. If you can’t, then do what
grandma did: Put your food
scraps in the trash, and collect
your grease in a container near
the stove. Then, for goodness’
sake, throw it away.
— JANELL Ross

Horses
were her
passion,

future

Horse and girl, 12,
were hit and killed

By MARTI MAGUIRE
STAFF WRITER

CLAYTON - From the smell of
saddle leather hovering in her
bedroom to the horse-show rib-
bons adorning the living room
walls, Jessica Ferrara’s passion
for horses was
as palpable in
her home Fri-
day as the sor-
row left in the
wake of her
death.

“Nobody
knows her un-
less they see

what she was Jessica's
about,” said funeral is
Walter “Flip”  Sunday. She
Ferrara, 56, Wwastoturn
Jessica’s father. 13 that day.

Hundreds of
horse figurines line the shelves in
the living room and her bedroom.
Walls are crammed with horse
calendars, pictures of horses
clipped from magazines and
posters of horses. Next to her bed,
a saddle rests on a metal stand.

Jessica died Thursday when her
horse, a paint mare named Jewel,
ran into traffic on U.S. 70 in Wil-
son’s Mills while she waited to cross
the four-lane highway. She and her

SEE HORSES, PAGE 6B

Sharks a

low risk at
N.C. coast

By SARAH NELL DAVIDSON
STAFF WRITER

Thirty years ago this summer,
beachgoers’ perceptions of the
ocean were forever changed when
the blockbuster “Jaws” first ap-
peared in theaters. Sharks were
suddenly a hot topic.

Now, as thousands of sunseek-
ers flock to the coast for the
Fourth of July holiday weekend,
sharks are again on many peo-
ple’s minds.

In the past week, three people
in Florida have been attacked by
sharks. One of them died.

So should Tar Heel beachgoers
be worried? Not unduly.

Shark attacks in Florida don’t
necessarily mean shark attacks in
North Carolina. Florida has about
18 times more shark attacks on
average, according to the Inter-
national Shark Attack File.

North Carolinians are about 180
times more likely to be struck by
lightning than to be attacked by a
shark. Still, some attacks do occur
in the state. And they are on the
rise.

About half of North Carolina’s
confirmed attacks have occurred
in the past five years, according to
ISAF.

Sharks haven’t suddenly devel-
oped an increased appetite. It’s

SEE SHARK, PAGE 4B



