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When Bruce dePyssler was hired in 1999 as an assistant profes-
sor in the department of English and mass communication at N.C.
Central University, little did he know that he would inherit the job
of overseeing the student newspaper, Campus Echo. After all, de-
Pyssler was a cultural anthropologist. Now, dePyssler spends about
90 percent of his time on activities related to the newspaper, which
is sweeping up awards across the nation. This year, the paper was
named the nation’s Best All-Around Online Student Newspaper by
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ACCIDENTAL ADVISER HELPS
STUDENT PAPER SUCCEED

Q&A with Bruce dePyssler, newspaper adviser at N.C. Central University

dePyssler

the Society of Professional Journalists, and it won a record seven
first-place awards from the Black College Communication Association.

Tell me how you got involved with
.the Campus Echo.
When I was writing my dissertation,
I worked part time at the Independent
Weekly in the production department. I
learned some basic production skills there,
and then I advised a student newspaper for two
years in San Antonio. So when I came on the
tenure line at NCCU, they asked me if I would
advise the paper, and I said, ‘Sure.’

What was the status of the paper when

.you started?
A There wasn’t much here for the stu-
.dents to work with at all. A couple of
students managed to get something out on a
very irregular basis. There were about three
or four students involved, two computers,
one printer and no cameras. They had a very
hard time getting enough content. Now we
have upward of 25 or 30 students involved,
about 10 or 12 computers connected to the
graphics lab, 15 cameras and a lot of lenses.

What was your vision for the paper

.when you took over as adviser?
Just to have something the university
.and the students could be proud of
and that they could get the experience they

needed and to get it right.

We needed to work on organizational issues
in the beginning. We now practice organiza-
tion continuity — a concept I probably brought

with me from the restaurant business. When
you have the right way to make a salad — you
stick with it!

What do you think makes a good col-

.lege newspaper?
You've got to have editors that are
.committed. We’ve had a series of great,
committed editors. I can support them in
terms of making sure the mechanics are work-
ing, but ultimately, it is up to student editors
and their devotion to reporting and writing.

You mentioned that every year you
.want to get better at something. What
is your goal for next year?

A Over holiday breaks and the summer
.break, we always do a project. Last
year we tore out the wall and added a graph-
ics production lab. One Christmas, a student
and I started the online edition. This sum-
mer, we are trying to catch up and put in
some new computers. As far as goals, the first

goal is always not to lose any ground.

What is your all-time favorite story?

A Oh, gosh! That’s tough. There are two
.Iliked a lot. One was a series that ran
this year about problems they were having
with the provost. It was written by Lovemore
Masakadza, who is an intern with The News
& Observer now. It was good, solid reporting;

he got a lot of people to talk about a contro-
versial topic. The provost ended up leaving.

Another story I liked a lot was written by
two students, Terra Abrams and Dalia Davies,
called “Crying Murder.” It was about this
young man named Gilbert Barber that was
killed in Guilford County. It was just a wild
story. He had been in a car accident and then
he stumbled into a chapel, and then he came
out all beat up and everything, and then a
cop shot him. It was a really wild case. It ran
with a picture of the parents holding a photo
of their son, and the story won several awards.
It’s available on the Web. I like that story a lot.
(www.nccu.edu/campus/echo/archive10-0102
[c-murder.html)

What is a typical day in the newspaper
«office like for you?
You just hit the ground running. You
.come in, and you know you are going
to get pulled in a thousand directions. It is just
nonstop. I will suddenly realize that it is 5 or
6 o’clock and I haven't yet eaten lunch.

Did you ever think that when you grew
.up you'd be in charge of a college news-
paper:

No, I didn’t. It was totally by accident.
.My big “mistake” was learning a little
QuarkXPress at the Independent a long time
ago. And then so few people know the produc-
tion side of it. It’s just by chance that I knew it.
I thought I'd be doing anthropology! I did
field work in India studying the social orga-
nization and communication campaigns. ...
But this is kind of neat. I can still do a little
fieldwork here. I am happy.

When they won all those awards, did

.your students feel like celebrities?
A I make a point that we need to not get
.big heads when we go to these things.
The bigger your head gets, the more it is go-
ing to hurt when we don’t have a good year.

— Sarah Nell Davidson

FOOTNOTES

Triangle universities and colleges

Trustees to name
NCSU board leaders

Trustees at N.C. State University
are expected to name former state
Sen. Wendell Murphy, founder of
Murphy Family Farms, as the
board’s new chairman at their next
meeting Friday.

Bob Jordan, president of Jordan
Lumber & Supply and a former
state lieutenant governor, is ex-
pected to be named vice chair-
man. Ann Goodnight of Raleigh
will be nominated as the board’s
second chair, and McQueen
Campbell IIT of Raleigh will be
nominated as secretary.

Student vote bill
gains ground

Student leaders have made
progress toward their goal of gain-
ing a student vote on the UNC
Board of Governors.

They’ve been roaming the halls
of the General Assembly in recent

days, and they’ve signed on 35
sponsoring senators to Senate Bill
401, which would give voting priv-
ileges to the student representative
on the UNC system’s governing
board. Currently, the student
serves in a nonvoting capacity.

The same legislation already
passed the state House, but it is
stalled in the Senate’s rules com-
mittee. With so many Senate co-
sponsors, though, the Senate bill
has new steam.

NCCU expands
student housing

As N.C. Central University
pushes enrollment numbers up,
administrators struggle to provide
beds for all those added heads.

They took two steps forward

last week when they cut ribbons
on New Baynes, a new contem-
porary three-story building on the
west side of campus, and the ren-
ovated Annie Day Shepard dor-
mitory, a 75-year-old building with
new suites, bathrooms, a state-of-
the-art computer lounge and a
recreation room.

New Baynes, a $15 million pro-
ject, will house 354 students. An-
nie Day Shepard has room for 121
students. The spruced-up digs
come as two other dormitories
are being closed for remodeling.

Interim head named
for School of Arts

The UNC system’s senior vice
president for academic affairs,
Gretchen Bataille, has been

named interim chancellor of the
N.C. School of the Arts.

The appointment was an-
nounced last week by UNC Presi-
dent Molly Broad. Bataille will suc-
ceed Chancellor Wade Hobgood,
who will step down from the post
June 30 after a tumultuous tenure
at the Winston-Salem school.

A scholar in Native American
literature, Bataille has served as
UNC’s top academic officer since
2000. In that role, she advises
Broad and the UNC Board of Gov-
ernors on academic program and
personnel issues and oversees aca-
demic planning, student affairs, in-
ternational programs and research.

Bataille will retain the title of se-
nior vice president but will tem-
porarily delegate some day-to-day
responsibilities to other UNC sys-

tem administrators.
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JUNE 9 - PUGH'S JOURNAL
RED WING, MINN.

“The past week has been a whirl-
wind. We've gone through the cities
of Grand Rapids, Prescott, Minneapo-
lis, St. Paul and now Red Wing. We're
also along the Wisconsin border for our
second state! Going through the Twin
Cities was exciting, frightening, over-
whelming and about fifteen other dif-
ferent emotions.

“We faced the first 5 of 29 locks
that we'll have to go through before
reaching St. Louis. It's hard to get your
head wrapped around canoeing into a
400- foot chamber, watching these
huge doors shut behind you, having
the water sucked from under you, and
being lowered down to the next level.
Not to mention the thoughts in the
back of your head thinking about all
that water building up behind you
when you're being lowered! | know
those doors are strong and have been
used thousands of times before, but
what if they fail the one time that I'm
in here?! We even had a line of visitors
watching us go through - no pressure
there.

“Everything is getting bigger. The
river, the cities, the barges - every-
thing. It's neat to look 100 feet up and
see these four-lane bridges and think
that just a few weeks ago we were
passing under these little two-lane
bridges in remote Minnesota.”

JUNE 9 - ROBINSON'S
PERSPECTIVE

“Eleanor Roosevelt said, ‘Do one
thing everyday that scares you.’ The
day we paddled through Minneapolis
personified that quote.

“The city moved too fast compared
with all of the other places we had
been on this trip, and | didn't have
lots of time to collect myself. As we
paddled up to the first lock (Upper St.
Anthony's Falls), | was trembling, lit-
erally trembling.

“I knew that we would eventually go
through some 29 locks, but | wasn't
sure it was safe and could see me be-
ing pulled to the bottom of the river.
As it turns out, the lock was rather
tame, slowly lowering us as if we were
a toy boat floating in a bathtub just
starting to drain.

“| was relieved, but it was still
strange with the ominous lock walls
slowly getting higher and higher. The
closing and opening of the gigantic
doors is slow and controlled, and |
couldn't keep from humming the Darth
Vader theme music ... Dum dum dum
dum da dum dum da dum.”
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RIVER UPDATES

The News & Observer is following
the trip of two NCSU students as they
paddle the length of the Mississippi
River this summer.

Find the newspaper’s first report at
www.newsobserver.com or follow them
more closely on their own Web site:
www.source2sea.info. That site con-
tains journal entries, e-mail addresses,
pictures, links to the Upper Mississippi
River Project and other information.

JUNE 17 - PUGH'S JOURNAL
DUBUQUE, IOWA

“We pulled into Dubugue yesterday
and tied up the canoe at the Ice Har-
bor Marina. Dubugue has been ex-
ceedingly good to us, but we've got to
hit the river today before the weekend
madness starts up again.

“The best place for us to be on a
sunny Saturday is way away from ma-
jor towns and marinas. Things get a lit-
tle hairy when the weekend warriors
come out to play, one hand on the
throttle and one holding a beer.

“The barges are like huge dinosaurs,
but you just give them space and re-
spect and everything is fine. They are
a piece of cake compared to some of
the things we've seen from the Sat-
urday crew.

“I don't have to wonder if a barge
is going to do a donut 50 yards in
front of us (yep), pull water skiers in
the shipping channel (yep, again), or
best of all, pull a group of three kids
behind a Jet Ski while weaving in be-
tween boats (yep, no kidding.)

“[We] are in the middle stage of the
trip. Leaving Minnesota was a combi-
nation of elation and sadness. We had
a fantastic time there and share many
memories of the early stretch of river,
but there are many more miles to go
before we hit the Gulf of Mexico.

“I'can't get over the changesin the
river over these 770 miles. We started
offina creek we could walk across and
are now in a huge river with barges
and locks. Soon we'll be in St. Louis,
past the locks, and into a free-flowing
river for over 1,100 miles. I can't wait.”

JUNE 22 - PUGH'S JOURNAL
BURLINGTON, IOWA

“The last few days we've started to
take a later break to hide from the heat.
Swimming ina muddy river is sort of like
a shower, right? We'll be due for a
shower when we hit Hannibal this week-
end. | might just sleep in a shower stall
to get the funk off. God knows I need to.”

Staff writer Tim Simmons
can be reached at 829-4535
or tsimmons@newsobserver.com.




