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WASHINGTON—Four American scientists—

[plant] geneticist Barbara McClintock, ther-

modynamicist Josiah Willard Gibbs, mathe-

matician John von Neumann, and physicist

Richard P. Feynman—were honored with

postage stamps dedicated in a special cere-

mony at Henry R. Luce Hall, Yale University,

New Haven, Connecticutt.

As host to the event, New Haven holds

the unique distinction of being the only city

in the nation where the stamps became

available May 4. The stamps also became

available at post offices and philatelic centers

nationwide May 5.

“These are some of the greatest scientists

of our time; their pioneering discoveries still

influence our lives today,” said John F. Walsh,

a member of the U.S. Postal Service’s board

of governors, who dedicated the stamps.

Joining Walsh were Paul A. Fleury, dean of

engineering, Yale University; Michelle Feyn-

man, Feynman’s daughter; Marina Whitman,

Von Neumann’s daughter; Marjorie M. Bhav-

nani, McClintock’s niece; John Willard Gibbs

III, Gibbs’s cousin; John Marburger, director,

Office of Science Technology; and Victor

Stabin, stamp artist. Honored guests included

Richard Levin, president, Yale University and

John DeStefano, mayor, New Haven.

“This is truly an honor, not only for sci-

ence enthusiasts and scientists, but for our

community as well,” said DeStefano. “As a

lifelong resident of New Haven, I am thrilled

these beautiful scientist stamps are being is-

sued here.”

Barbara McClintock (1902–1992)

In 1983, the renowned geneticist Barbara Mc-

Clintock received the Nobel Prize in the cate-

gory “Physiology or Medicine” for discovering

genetic transposition. McClintock’s research

on Indian corn plants led to her discovery

that genetic material can change positions on

a chromosome or move from one chromo-

some to another. The discovery was con-

firmed immediately in corn, and in the 1960s

and 1970s in bacteria and other organisms.

It was at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

that McClintock discovered transposition in

the course of experiments on mutations caused

by broken chromosomes. She called her mo-

bile genetic elements “controlling elements” to

indicate that they controlled the action of

other genes during development. McClintock

was among the first biologists to think con-

cretely about the way genetic material con-

trols the development of the organism. �
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Sarah Nell Davidson, Cornell

University, has been awarded

the 2005 AAAS/ASPB Mass

Media Science & Engineering

Fellowship. She will spend 10

weeks this summer learning

her craft at the Raleigh News

& Observer. Sarah is a Ph.D.

candidate in the Department

of Plant Biology at Cornell,

where she spent her first years

in the laboratory of June

Nasrallah studying the self-

incompatibility response in

crucifers before switching gears to pursue

science writing. She is currently advised by

Robert Turgeon as she studies science writ-

ing by examining agricultural biotechnology

issues in the developing world. She has a

B.A. in biology from Reed College in Port-

land, Oregon, where she studied antioxi-

dants and nitrogen fixation

in legumes (advised by

David Dalton). She was an

intern at the Cornell News

Service, where she wrote

news briefs and covered

speeches and meetings.

Currently, she is collaborat-

ing with Shawna Williams

at the Boyce Thompson In-

stitute for Plant Research to

initiate a “science café”—a

monthly event beginning

this fall that she hopes will

bring the exciting science happening at Cor-

nell to the Ithaca community at large.

Her awards and honors include two

Knudson-Jagendorf fellowships, two honor-

able mention NSF graduate research fellow-

ships, and a Plant Cell and Molecular Bio-

logy Fellowship.

The AAAS/ASPB Mass Media Fellowship

is designed to enhance coverage of science-

related issues in the media to improve

public understanding and appreciation of

science and technology. Fellows work for 10

weeks during the summer as reporters, re-

searchers, and production assistants in mass

media organizations nationwide. They col-

laborate with media professionals at radio

and television stations, newspapers, and

magazines to make important science news

clear and comprehensive to the public. Al-

though this is only ASPB’s second year par-

ticipating, the program is in its 31st year and

has supported nearly 500 fellows.

We wish Sarah a fun and productive

summer and look forward to reading a full

report of her adventures in Raleigh in a fall

issue of the ASPB News! �
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